In  Memoriam 


The  Reverend  Alexander  Ian  Dunlop,  M.A.,  B.D. 

With  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Ian  Dunlop  in  Edinburgh  in  Sunday  23 
January,  2000  the  Scottish  Church  History  Society  lost  one  of  its  ablest 
and  most  faithful  members. 

Born  in  Paisley  during  the  First  World  War,  he  spent  all  his  early 
years  in  the  west  of  Scotland.  Schooling  in  Johnstone  High  and  Paisley 
Grammar  was  followed  by  study  in  Arts  and  Divinity  at  the  University 
of  Glasgow,  where  he  gained  a Distinction  (the  equivalent  of  today’s 
First  Class  Honours)  in  Ecclesiastical  History.  After  a short  period  as 
assistant  minister  in  the  Church  of  Scotland  parish  of  Houston,  he  was 
ordained  by  the  presbytery  of  Inveraray  at  the  end  of  1939  and  served 
until  April  1942  as  locum  tenens  in  Lochgilphead.  From  1942  to  1946 
he  rendered  distinguished  service  in  Europe  as  a chaplain  to  the  Forces, 
being  mentioned  in  despatches  during  the  Normandy  campaign  and 
wounded  in  February  1945.  On  his  return  to  civilian  life  he  became 
assistant  minister  (1946-49)  in  that  centre  of  Scottish  Presbyterianism 
in  London,  St  Columba’s  (Pont  Street)  and  in  September  1949  he  came 
to  Edinburgh  as  minister  of  the  historic  charge  of  St  Stephen’s,  one  of 
the  capital’s  prestigious  “burgh  churches”.  Over  the  succeeding 
decades  (he  retired  in  1986)  he  established  himself  as  one  of  the  city’s 
best-known  and  most  respected  public  figures. 

In  addition  to  his  exceptionally  diligent  work  in  the  parish,  he  gave 
wise  and  courteous  leadership  to  innumerable  committees,  among 
them  the  Hope  Trust,  the  Trustees  of  the  Church  and  Universities 
(Scotland)  Widows  and  Orphans  Fund,  the  Deaconess  Board  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  and  the  Kirk’s  Committee  on  Union  and 
Readjustments.  Under  Professor  Burleigh,  he  served  for  some  years  as 
a tutor  in  the  University’s  department  of  Ecclesiastical  History  at  New 
College.  The  Scottish  Church  History  Society  was  particularly 
indebted  to  him.  Seldom  if  ever  absent  from  its  meetings,  an 
exceptionally  well-informed  participant  in  its  discussions,  and  a valued 
counsellor  in  the  framing  of  its  policies,  he  was  duly  honoured  as  its 
President.  But  his  contribution  to  the  life  and  history  of  the  Church  did 
not  end  there.  His  Chalmers  Lectures  were  published  in  1967  as 
William  Carstares  and  the  Kirk  by  Law  Established , an  immensely 


useful  “life  and  times”  of  an  ecclesiastical  leader  with  whom  he  had 
not  a little  in  common.  And  he  crowned  his  life’s  work  with  The  Kirks 
of  Edinburgh : the  Congregations,  Churches  and  Ml™f  rS  f the 
Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  Church  of  Scotland,  1560-1984,  a 
compilation  whose  meticulous  and  labonous  scholarship  has  already 
secured  it  a place  as  one  of  the  indispensable  works  of  reference 

produced  in  Scotland  in  our  time.  ... 

Though  never  (inexplicably)  honoured  by  the  academic  world  with 
a Doctorate  of  Divinity,  he  well  deserved  that  distinction  and  e 
Scottish  Church  History  Society  is  happy  to  acknowledge 
indebtedness  to  a dedicated  and  notable  accomplished  ^hola^mtmster 
To  his  wife  Marion  and  his  sons,  Alexander  and  John,  we  extend 

our  respectful  and  grateful  sympathy.  ACC 


